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Bug  Criticism  Cost  Dash  Study  Role  '■ 


By  Jack  Anderson 

Under  ex-Attorney  General 
John  N.  Mitchell,  the  Justice 
Department  held  up  a  law  en¬ 
forcement  grant  until  a  con¬ 
sultant  who  had  opposed 
Mitchell  on  wiretapping  re¬ 
signed. 

As  irony  would  have  it,  the 
consultant  was  none  other 
than  Sam  Dash,  the  George¬ 
town  University  professor  now 
running  the  Senate’s  Water¬ 
gate  probe.  Now  Dash  will  be 
Mitchell’s  cross-examiner. 

There  is  yet  another  irony. 
The  study,  which  Dash  helped 
to  prepare,  contained  a  stir¬ 
ring  statement  by  Mitchell 
against  Illegal  wiretapping. 
Now  Mitchell  has  been  impli¬ 
cated,  according  to  sworn  tes¬ 
timony,  in  the  illegal  tapping 
of  Democratic  Party  tele¬ 
phones. 

This  unusual  tale  of  happen¬ 
stance  began  in  1969  when  the 
attorneys  general  for  the  50 
states  were  looking  for  a  top 
consultant  to  help  with  a  na¬ 
tionwide  study  of  their  roles 
in  criminal  cases.  They  se¬ 


lected  Dash,  a  recognized  ex¬ 
pert  in  the  field. 

The  Justice  Department 
funded  the  study  with  grants 
for  $68,000  and  $159,000.  The 
first  580-page  study  was  issued 
in  February,  1971,  with  a  lau¬ 
datory  endorsement  from 
Mitchell.  The  study  identified 
Dash  as  the  top  consultant. 

But  not  long  afterward, 
Mitchell  sought  the  right  to 
use  wiretaps  in  domestic  cases 
without  court  approval.  Dash 
denounced  Mitchell’s  stand  as 
an  invasion  of  constitutional 
rights. 

When  the  states  attorneys 
general  sought  $84,000  more  to 
continue  the  study,  the  fund¬ 
ing  machinery  suddenly  broke 
down.  The  staff  was  dissolved 
except  for  a  single  dedicated 
woman  who  worked  without 
salary,  paying  expenses  out  of 
her  pocketbook. 

Through  the  grapevine, 
Kentucky’s  Attorney  General 
John  Breckinridge,  chairman 
of  the  50-state  organization, 
got  word  that  the  pursestrings 
might  possibly  be  loosened  if 
Dash  were  dropped.  Breckin¬ 
ridge  refused  to  take  the  hint, 


but  Dash  himself  broke  the 
deadlock. 

“The  project  is  too  impor¬ 
tant,’’  he  told  them.  “I  don’t 
want  to  jeopardize  it.  I’ll  with¬ 
draw.’’  His  name  was  removed 
as  a  paid  consultant,  and,  as  if 
by  magic,  the  roadblock  was 
lifted.  The  $84,000  was  granted 
within  weeks.  And  $112,000 
grant  came  through  without 
problems.  , 

Footnote:  Before  his  speech 
opposing  Mitchell’s  wiretap¬ 
ping  plan.  Dash’s  crime  insti¬ 
tute  at  Georgetown  University 
received  federal  grants  of 
$101,000  and  $60,000.  But  after 
his  speech.  Dash’s  group  was 
passed  over  by  the  Justice 
moneybags. 

Watergate  Welshers 

President  Nixon’s  aides  had 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  unaudited  cash  to 
spend  for  break-ins,  buggings 
and  burglaries.  But  the  money 
evidently  didn’t  reach  the 
lower  levels. 

We  have  already  reported 
that  Michael  Stevens,  whose 
Chicago  company  supplied  the 


Waterbuggers  with  electronic 
equipment,  never  got  all  his 
money.  Now  we’ve  learned  T 
they  also  welshed  on  their ' 
printing  bills.  H.  S.  (Hap)  Post, 
who  prints  stationery  and  invi-'~^ 
tations  for  both  political  par^T  4 
ties,  ran  off  the  secret  station* 
ery  marked  “Gemstone”  that 
was  used  for  the  wiretap 
memos. 

The  Waterbuggers  still  owe 
Post  some  $100  for  the; 
“Gemstone”  printing.  He  - 
holds  Watergate  ringleader  G, 
Gordon  Liddy,  not  the  cam¬ 
paign  committee,  responsible 
for  the  bill.  “I’m  still  looking 
for  the  payment  from  Liddy,” 
Post  told  us. 

The  money  that  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  paid  to  the  Water¬ 
gate  defendants  to  keep  their 
mouths  shut  also  isn’t  reach¬ 
ing  the  families  of  the  Cubans 
who  were  caught  inside  Demo¬ 
cratic  headquarters.  Some  of 
their  wives,  hard-pressed  to 
pay  their  household  expenses, 
tell  us  they  go  to  church  to,  . 
pray  for  the  return  of  their 
men. 
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Ex- Writer 
For  AT&T 
Sues  Firm 

By  Claudia  Levy 

WashlTigton  Post  Staff  Writer 

A  former  publicist  and 
writer  for  American  Tele¬ 
phone  and  Telegraph  Co. 
has  filed  suit  against  the 
corporation  in  what  lawyers 
for  the  American  Civil  Lib¬ 
erties  Union  describe  as  one 
of  the  first  court  challenges 
of  a  company’s  right  to  re¬ 
quire  a  black  employee  to 
act  as  its  erjDresentative  in 
racial  matters. 

In  a  case  filed  in  New 
York  in  U.S.  District  Court, 
Robert  L.  Buchanan,  now  a 
reporter  here  for  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Star -News,  has 
charged  AT&T  with  viola¬ 
ting  the  1964  Civil  Rights 
Act.  He  aUeges  that  the  cor¬ 
poration  harrassed  and 
eventualiy  fired  him  after 
he  refused  over  a  three-year 
period  to  become  invoived  in 
its  racial  affairs. 

Buchanan,  who  left  AT&T 
a  year  ago,  said  in  his  com¬ 
plaint  that  when  he  was 
hired  in  1969  to  work  on 
projects  of  a  general  nature, 
he  made  it  clear  to  AT&T 
that  he  would  not  accept 
work  on  any  of  the  Bell 
System’s  race  relations  pro¬ 
grams,  saying  that  he  wished 
to  be  treated  in  a  “color 
blind  fashion.” 

But  he  was  subsequently 
pressured  to  work  on  such 
programs,  to  join  black  com¬ 
munity  organizations  in  the 
name  of  AT&T  and  to  be-  O 
come  visible  as  a  black  rep- 
resentative  of  the  corpora-  y 
tion,  the  suit  alleges.  Trans-  < 
f erred  to  Washington,  he  ^ 
was  ordered  to  act  as  2 
AT&T’s  press  officer  to  ^ 
handle  inquiries  about  a  o 
massive  discrimination  suit . 
that  had  been  filed  aeaij* 

AT&T  on  behalf  '  ‘ 
nority  an'"' 
ees  , 


